
Thematic and 
Interactive 
Maps: How 

to Utilize 
Them



Thematic Maps



A thematic map is a map that conveys information about a single topic or theme, 

such as population density or geology. The characteristics illustrated within the map 

may consist of a wide variety of properties of interest to the researcher.

Thematic maps are useful because they can show the distribution of a particular 

attribute. 

One type of thematic map is a choropleth map which is a color-coded polygon map 

that represents numeric attributes, such as population, mortality rate, percentage of 

uninsured, etc. 



This is an example of a choropleth 

map. From the map we can see the 

percent of teeth that have been 

extracted due to tooth decay or 

gum disease for 2006, 2008 and 

2010. A large percent of teeth 

extractions occurred in southern 

states indicated by the counties in 

red compared to western states 

indicated by the counties in yellow. 

Interestingly, the south is 

known for having poorer health 

outcomes and higher rates of 

chronic disease. Maps like this 

allow for this information to be 

displayed in a picture. 



Interactive Maps



These represent the 

different map layers. 

1. Hover over the 

layer of interest and 

click to select.

Once a layer is selected a 

drop down menu will 

appear allowing the 

selection of various health 

indicators.



For this example the map reflects 

the layer “Population By Age” and 

the health indicator “Ages Under 

17” is selected. 

From the map we can see counties 

shaded yellow/ light orange have a 

lower population percentage of 

people under the age of 17. In 

contrast, we can see areas such as, 

Tampa, Orlando and Jacksonville 

have a high population percentage of 

people aged 17 years and younger.  

Why is this information important? 

Knowing the age distribution of a 

population paints a picture of where 

pediatric dentistry services might be 

more beneficial. 



This map shows the population 

percentage of people 65 years 

and older. Dental clinics and 

practitioners can use this 

information to determine which 

type of accommodations may 

be necessary to accommodate 

the elderly. 





This map servers as a dental resource 

directory which shows the geographic 

location of all the dentist in the state of 

Florida. Each purple dot represents a 

dentist. 

This allows you to 

zoom in (+) or out (-)

1. To select a dentist hover over 

a purple dot and right click. 



2. Once a dentist is 

selected. Click 

“MORE” to access 

their address.  



The “List” tab can be used as a 

search engine allowing users to 

filter through the directory.

To refine the search click “Filter”.



1. Insert information into 

the correct filter category 

to modify the search. 

For example, if one wanted to 

modify their search by zip 

code the zip code of interest 

would be entered into its 

appropriate category.

2. Click “Apply Filter” once 

filters have been entered.  

Prior to filter the list 

consisted of dentist 

from various zip 

codes. 



After filter the list consist only of 

dentist practicing in the 32025 zip 

code.





The “Chart” tab 
can be used to 
generate 
various charts  

1. Under the 
column Select 
a chart type
select the 
desired chart 
of interest



2. Under the column 
Choose a variable click on
the dropdown arrow and
select the variable of 
interest 



3. Under the Create 
a chart column type 
a name for your 
chart and click 
create. 



From the chart 
we can see the 
number, 
(indicated by 
the count) of 
dentist 
practicing in a 
particular zip 
code. 

Note: Not all 
the zip codes 
are written out 
along the x-axis. 

However, all 
zip codes 
are 
represented 
by a column 
on the chart.



Hover over a column to see
which zip code is represented 
by the column and the 
number of practicing dentist. 






